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If you want to help for a day, give them rice; 

If you want to help for a while give them a tree; 

If you want to help for an eternity, give them an education. 

 

 

RESPONSIBILITY IN MATAGALPA, NICARAGUA 

 The Robert Keenan Family School: The 2011 school year has an enrollment of 176 students, 90 kindergarten students and 86 

elementary school students.  

In the morning we have kindergarten classes.   In the afternoons, we have an 

elementary school specifically for children who work and had dropped out of 

school or never attended. This describes 

most of the kids who scavenge the city 

dump for survival.  

 

The Drinking Water Project: We are 

now providing drinking water to roughly 

600 children. The ground water is 

contaminated so drinking water is trucked 

in.  

 

Scavengers of the city dump:  Eighty 

percent of the municipal dump scavengers 

are single mothers with four to eight 

children. The mom takes all her children to 

work. Babies come in cardboard boxes and 

a laid next to the mother while she 

scavenges for recyclables.  Together a 

family earns about $1.50 a day. Along with 

recyclables, they usually find breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  

Pictures: Top left: Our kindergarten. Right: We provide drinking water for nearly 

600 children. Prior to this project, families drank from the polluted river that runs 

adjacent to the dump. Bottom Left: A child who goes to the dump with his working 

mother everyday. 

 

OUR  SCHOOL IN TIJUANA, MEXICO: LA ESCUELA DAVID LYNCH 

Kindergarten and Computer/Art/Tutoring Schools:  Our main emphasis 

at Responsibility is education for the children living in the dirt-floored 

shacks around the Tijuana municipal dump. That is where we operate a 

preschool/kindergarten, a 

computer lab for children and 

adults, art classes for aspiring 

artists, and a place for 

tutoring.  

Summer School/ Camp: This 

summer you sent 60 children 

from the old Tijuana garbage 

dump to camp.  Our kids had 

classes in art, computers, English, sports, and tutoring.   Afternoons were spent at  

museums, parks, and the kids’ favorite place, the beach.  This past year, with our 

combined programs, we had close to 175 students.  

Looking back at 2011 

Winter 2012 
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Pictures: top left:  Directora Lili’s class; Top right:Profe Felipe’s preschool class graducation. Bottom left to right: Profe Jaime’s 

computer class, Profe Laura’s kindergarten class, summer camp trip to beach, the kids favorite trip.  

nic 

THE DOROTHY LYNCH SCHOLARSHIP  

Dorothy Lynch, mother of Responsibility founder David Lynch, was a strong advocate of 

equal education for all. She was a leader in breaking barriers.  

In the 1940’s, when few woman attended college, Lynch earned a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Mathematics. In the 1960’s, she fought the public education system to have her mentally 

challenged son receive the best education possible. In 1978, she proudly watched as her son 

received a Certificate from the local public high school. 

Throughout her life she continued to be a strong supporter of public education for students 

with special needs. Following her example, three of her children became award winning 

teachers. 

In the memory of Dorothy Lynch who passed away in 2011, a scholarship has been created. It 

will be awarded to graduates of Escuela David Lynch, who are furthering their education 

beyond high school. 

Twenty two years ago, on her visit to The Tijuana, Mexico, garbage dump,  Mother Teresa called our children the “World’s Most 

Destitute.”  With your support, we will be giving the children the opportunity of a bright future. These are the four  recipients for the 

2011 -12  Dorothy Lynch Scholarship: 

Alejandro Tolentino: Alex graduated from high school at the top of his class in 2010.  

He is now in his second year of college majoring in electrical engineering. (Alex is 

also a natural artist. It is in the genes of his family.) 

Cinthia Vanessa Quiroz Padilla graduated in 2011 valadictorian of her high school 

class of 517 students.  She entered medical school in January 2012.   Cynthia is also 

an award winner singer. (I know I am prejudice since I am her godfather but she 

should be on American Idol.) 

Erick Daniel Tolentino graduated saludatorian from the same school as Vanessa. He 

entered the university, school of engineering, in the fall of 2011. (Daniel is also a 

natural artist.  He is Alejando’s brother. ) 

Cristian Quiroz Padilla graduated from the same school. And for years, he attended  

Responsbilities computer school.  Today he has his own DJ business where he uses 

 his computer skills for the music and the lighting.  He also has a computer repair shop.  He plans to study computer science at a 

private school.   

An important note:  At the Tijuana public high school that Cinthia and Daniel attended, the two top scholastic honors were won by 

former Responsibility graduates.  And they both had Profe Felipe as their first teacher.  This is amazing since the students of this high 

school came from 300 different elementary schools. 

Pictured Top Right: Taken at the United Nations Complex in New York in 2006 when David Lynch was honored with the World of 

Children Humanitarian Award.  Standing: Christina Marselli LaRosa, former coworker of 24 years who passed away in 2007: David 

Lynch, founder of Responsibility; seated in front: Dorothy Lynch, mother of David, who passed away in 2011. 

Pictured Bottom Left: Cristian- a computer geek, Vanessa- future medical doctor, Daniel – future scientist, and Profe Felipe – the 

first teacher for each one of these highly successful students.  To read the autobiographias of each of them, go to our web site: 

www.responsibilityonline.org 
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UNITED STATES EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

Along with our teaching the children in Mexico and Nicaragua,  we have been providing 

educational programs for American students.   Lynch  is often a  guest speaker at all 

levels of  schools.  This past month Tanner Simmons, a junior at Poway High School, 

arranged for Lynch to speak to the students at the  Park Village Elementary School about 

life in third world countries.  The school is following up with a fund raiser to send one 

child to our Tijuana kindergarten for one year. The goal is to raise $1,400. This entire 

project was organized by Tanner, a high school junior. 

(Pictured right: Tanner Simmons with our students at a park in Tijuana.)  

 

MEDICAL CLINIC IN TIJUANA 

 

In the NRG community center, Responsibility houses a free medical clinic mainly supported by 

the Mexican Department of Health 

 

CHRISTMAS  IN MEXICO AND NICARAGUA 

Christmas in Tijuana: You played Santa  to 500 children  from  our school and the Special 

Education School(Pictured left).  The MP3 players were a huge hit with the Special Needs  

kids. Bikes were the favorite at our school.  

(Pictured right) Miguel and Laura received a 

$500 gift. (If you visit Tijuana by foot, you can 

often see this blind couple singing for tips on the 

steps of one of the last stores along the walk path  

just before you go through the revolving gate into 

the U.S.)   

Christmas in Nicaragua: In Nicaragua, the 

holiday celebration is on January 6.  It was a day long fiesta for the families who 

scavenge the Matagalpa garbage dump.  Leonardo, our director, organized a dinner for 

725 people. He brought a 500 pound cow, had it slaughtered and cooked for the party. 

Quite a treat for people who are used to just eating beans and rice and edibles found in the 

dump. 

 

Two hundred ten families received bags of groceries: rice, black beans, 

soaps, etc... And just about 490 kids received presents – Barbie dolls, soccer 

balls, remote control cars.   

 

Thanks to Tanner Simmons and  The Poway School District, the San Diego 

Downtown Breakfast Rotary Club, San Diego’s Scripps Ranch High School 

Spanish classes, The El Segundo Rotary Club, St. Martin’s Academy and 

outreach program in La Mesa, California, The St. James Girl Scout Troup 

on Long Island, Southwestern  College at Otay Mesa and San Ysidro, Shari 

Sapp and her friends, the attendees of  our October Gala, and ALL of YOU 

for  making this a special holiday season.  

(Pictured Left: Matagalpa, Nicaragua Christmas dinner. Pictured right: a girl who received her first Christmas present, a barbie 

doll.) 

 DR. JIM DILLAHUNTY FIRST ANNUAL LEADERSHIP AWARD 

Former Responsibility Board President, Dr. Jim Dillahunty passed away on January 1, 2011.  

In his memory, the BOD along with Jim’s widow Carol created the Dr. Jim Dillahunty 

Leadership award.   

This is a edited version of the speech written and given by Dr. Marilyn Simon, 

Responsibility Board President,  at our annual gala in October 2011. (The complete speech is 

on our web site.) 

...I was Jim’s dissertation chair and doctoral mentor at The University of Phoenix School 

SAS (School of Advanced Studies). The mission of SAS is the development of the SPL – 
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scholar-practitioner-Leader who enriches the world. Jim was the archetype for the SPL model. This model focuses on supporting 

lifelong   learning (scholarship), social and workplace contribution (practice), and the ability to exert positive influence (leadership) in 

academe, organizations, and community… 

After leaving an extraordinarily successful financial business, and receiving his doctorate, Jim became an author, consultant, and life 

coach. His engaging presentations were shared with organizations and individuals around the globe.  Jim joined with some of the 

nation’s best minds in leadership defining what it takes to be a successful leader in the 21st Century. Jim co-authored several books 

with Stephen Covey, Ken Blanchard, Mark Victor Hansen and Deepak Chopra.   The concepts he developed and presented along 

with his keen insights enabled him to fulfill his global effort to leave the world a better place than the one he entered…. It is fitting 

that Jim’s scholarship go to someone who exemplifies the SPL model.  

I met Liliam Ferreiro the first time I visited the David Lynch School in Tijuana in 2006. Lili has been working with Responsibility for 

12 years. Today, she is the Director of our school.  With her leadership, our school has been registered and is accredited by the Tijuana 

Education Department. Our kids enter public school one full grade level ahead of their peers. Lili and her staff are committed to high 

standards and high academic achievement for our students. Their success begins with 

quality teachers. It all begins with Lili! 

I have been an educator longer than Responsibility has been in existence, so I know 

something about teachers, “The mediocre teacher tells, the good teacher explains, the 

superior teacher demonstrates, and the great teacher inspires.” It is clear to me today that 

we are in the presence of greatness.  

Henry Adams once observed that a teacher affects eternity because you can never tell 

where a teacher’s influence stops. Lili, your influence goes on and on. The people 

you’ve helped and taught pass those lessons along to others. Thank you, and 

congratulations to you for receiving the first Jim Dillahunty Award.  

(Pictured at the Responsibility Gala: Top left: Dr. Marilyn Simon, President of the 

BOD,with Directora Liliam Ferreiro. Right: Lili with Carol Dillahunty)  

 

THANK YOU BILL O’REILLY, EDWARD JAMES OLMOS, AND SUSAN SARANDON 
Bill O’Reilly, Edward James Olmos, and Susan Sarandon continue to be fond supporters of our work.  All three are very generous 

financial donors along with giving their time.  

At our annual fall silent auction fund raiser, Dave and Karen Burkheimer made the highest bid ever to meet Bill O’Reilly.  He  gave 

them two tickets to see the O’Reilly/ Miller show in Costa Mesa plus two backstage passes.  

Edith Fine won lunch with Edward James Olmos.   

Susan Sarandon made one of the highest financial donations to our schools this year.  And she continues to spread the word to her 

friends telling them about her visit to our Tijuana school a few years ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured Left: Bill O’Reilly, Dave and Karen Burkheimer, Dennis Miller. Pictured Center: Barbara Healy, Edith Fine, Edward 

James Olmos, Hiliary Crain, and Beverly Hamowitz. Pictured Right: Susan Sarandon with a graduate. 

 

 THANK  YOU  

As always, friends, we thank  you for your support in 2011. If you didn’t receive a thank you card for your gift, please accept my 

apology. (Most of you tell me not to send them.)  I do all the administrative office work alone, so sometimes I make mistakes. But, 

that doesn’t mean your gift is less appreciated. It means I should hire an assistant but I  won’t. I prefer to use your donations for the 

education of the kids.  Your continued support is both needed and appreciated, especially today.  

Gratefully, David Lynch, The Board of Directors, The Mexican Staff, The Nicaraguan Staff, and all of our students.  


