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If you want to help for a day, give them rice; 

If you want to help for a while give them a tree; 

If you want to help for an eternity, give them an education. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Turing, the “father” of the computer who broke the German coding system bringing an end to WWII said:  

“Sometimes it is the people who no one imagines anything of who do the things no one can imagine.” 

 

RESPONSIBILITY IN MATAGALPA, NICARAGUA 

The 2015 school year our enrollment grew to 728 students.  (We don’t do 

any advertising for our school. It is promoted through the students who 

while scavenging a city dump, tell their coworkers about the “cool” 

school they go to that is especially geared for them. There are three 

sessions a day with the first session starting at 7:00 a.m. and the last 

session finishing at 8:00 p.m. Our school ranges from preschool through 

9
th

 grade and we have 18 teachers. The majority of our students are 

teenagers in elementary school.  
 

 Meet three of our Students who attend our Matagalpa, Nicaragua, school

JOEL 

I am the youngest in my family of five kids. We have three different dads.  

I am six years old, born on April 25, 2009. I go the early afternoon session 

at school. I love to go to school because they give me lunch. After school I 

go to work in the dump with my entire family.  In the future I want to be a 

firefighter because they help people.  

My favorite food is chicken. My favorite color is orange. I love playing 

soccer. 
 

 

BLICELDA DEL CARMEN  

I am 16 years old and the oldest of three girls. We live with my 

mom.  Since my entire family only earns a dollar a day scavenging 

the dump, I have had to work since I have been able to walk and not 

go to school. However, that all changed when Responsibility 

opened a tuition free school specifically for the kids work in the 

dump.  I am in third grade and I attend the late afternoon session. 

(In the morning I work with my mom collecting bottles and 

whatever we may find to sell.) My dream is to become a doctor so I 

must keep studying. 

 My favorite food is rice and beans but sometimes we don’t even 

have enough money to buy that.  I live in a dirt floor house with plastic walls and a tin 

roof.  I would prefer to live somewhere nicer but we just can’t afford it.  
 

CRISTIAN  
I am the third of five brothers. We live in a dirt-floored 

house with tin and black plastic (garbage bag) walls and 

a tin roof. We live with my single mom, Reyna Isabel 

Hernández, next to the Matagalpa Municipal Garbage 

Dump where we scavenge for plastic bottles, scrap metal 

and cardboard. The whole family must work. My daily 

schedule is working in the morning and attending classes 

in the late afternoon. I like coming to the Responsibility 

school because all the students are my age. I am not 

embarrassed and no one bullies me because I am 10 

years old and in third grade. My dream in my life is to finish this school year with good 

grades and good behavior.  I love going to school because my teacher teaches me a lot. I 

love math. When I grow up I want to be an engineer to build houses, bridges and roads.  I 

want to thank you for your donations which fund my school which is free to all students.   
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OUR  SCHOOL IN TIJUANA, MEXICO: LA ESCUELA DAVID LYNCH 

Kindergarten School:  Our main emphasis is early childhood education for the children living in the dirt-floored shacks 

around the old Tijuana municipal dump. That is where we operate a preschool/kindergarten for approximately 67 students 

and a summer school school/camp for approximately 125 students. 

 

 Meet three of our students who attend our Tijuana, Mexico, school

ALEJANDRA 
 

My name is Alejandra and I am triplet.  My sister Kimberly and I look exactly alike.  Our other 

sister, Perla, does not look like us.  I like to play with my dolls with my sisters after school.   

When we all started school, we all used to cry because we were afraid to leave our mommy. But, 

we don’t do that anymore.  Now, we love going to school and being with our friends.   During 

lunch time, I play with all my sisters.  I have another sister Mary who is a year younger and in 

preschool.   I like school because we learn things every day.  I like to sing the songs our teacher 

teaches us. When I grow up I want to work as a doctor to cure all the world's children. 

 

 

 

SAMUEL 

 
My name is Samuel and I am 5 years old.  I have 2 sisters who also attended The David Lynch 

School.   When my mother brings me to school in the morning, my baby sister wants to stay and 

study with me but she is too small. I like learning.  My mother no longer works because she has to 

take care of me and my sisters.  My dad works in the garbage dump. That is his job. 

 

 

 

 

 
MARIANA 

 
My name is Mariana and I live in the Colonia Loma Bonita near the school with my dad and my 

mom. My house is made of wood and to me it is large. I have a problem in my legs and I can't 

walk. I use a walker and a wheel chair to be able to move around.  I have to leave my house very 

early so that I arrive at school on time. I go to The David Lynch Kindergarten. My favorite food is 

the soup. I love playing with puzzles and watching movies. I am very talkative and i like to learn 

many things in my house and at school. My dad works in a factory and my mom cares for me in 

the house. My teacher is Professor Felipe.  He helps he get around, puts me in my wheel chair or 

helps me walk using my walker so I can play with my classmates.  At school I really like to paint, 

draw figures, and write.  

 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL/ CAMP 

This summer you sent a total of 125 children to camp. Our kids had classes in art, computers, English and sports.  

Afternoons were spent at museums, parks, and the beach.  
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR FORMER STUDENTS 

This past year we gave scholarships to five former students to attend college. 

  

CHRISTMAS  IN MEXICO and NICARAGUA 

We played Santa to 275 children in Mexico and 950 kids in Nicaragua.  In Nicaragua we also served dinner to 1661 

people and gave 250 extended families bags of groceries. A specials thanks to YOU, Shari Sapp, Hilary Craine,  San 

Diego Breakfast Rotary, and St. Martin’s Academy for supporting this holiday project.  
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UNITED STATES EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

United States:  This program is becoming more popular at all school levels. Elementary schools invite Lynch to speak 

after the kids have read the book, Armando and the Blue Tarp School, a story of Lynch’s early years of teaching in the 

Tijuana dump.   High schools request lectures on “The Life of Scavengers in Third World Countries.”  Colleges invite 

Lynch to speak to their classes of future teachers (Pictures: St. Martin’s Academy speaking to the 8
th
 graders and SDSU in 

Professor Jesus Nieto’s class.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THANK YOU BILL O’REILLY,  SUSAN SARANDON, and  PAOLA TREVINO 

Bill O’Reilly and Susan Sarandon continue to be strong supporters of our 

work both giving of their time and financial contributions.  Actress Paola 

Trevino from Mexico is a new supporter to Responsibility. Paola was our 

MC at our annual spring fund raiser in Coronado, CA. (Pictures: David and 

Bill O’Reilly at Fox News in NY; David with Bryan Gibb at Susan 

Sarandon’s NY office. Bryan is Susan’s assistant.(I knew that Susan was in 

LA but I wanted to thank Bryan personally for all his help;) David with 

Paola Trevino at our spring fund raiser.  

 

 

     
 

THANK  YOU  

As always, friends, we thank you for your support in 2015. If you didn’t receive a thank you card for your gift, please 

accept my apology.  I do all the administrative office work alone, so sometimes I make mistakes. But that doesn’t mean 

your gift is less appreciated. It means I should hire an assistant, but I won’t. I prefer to use your donations for the 

education of the kids.  Your continued support is both needed and appreciated, especially today. 

Gratefully, David Lynch, the Board of Directors, the Mexican Staff, the Nicaraguan Staff, and all of our students. 

(Pictured:Left 10 of our 18 Nicaraguan Teachers; Right: Our Tijuana teachers and staff 

                                           

Responsibility, Inc., is a 501 ( C )3 nonprofit organizations.  Donations are tax deductible.  EIN: 33-0437290 


